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How To Say Goodbye

Submitted by: Kyle Tjelmaland

Saying goodbyeisnever an easy thing to do. Recently
Nebraska Task Force 1 has had to say goodbyeto one of
itsoldest and dearest members, Ditto.

Everywherel go acrossthe country | always hear
some sort of story about Ditto and Elaine. Thestories
rangefrom inspiring, to the consequenceswhen dogsgot
too closeto Ditto. Despiteall of thedifferent stories, they
all ended in how good Dittowasat her job. Watching her
inactionwaswhat got meinterested in searchwork. She
seemed so fluent and sure of herself. | wanted adog just
like her; smart, good nose, confident, and light on thefeet.
Of coursel went out and got adog that isbig, clumsy,
uncoordinated, and only useshisbrain asalast resort.
Hey, to each hisown.

| havealot of respect for Ditto and owealot to Elaine. | haverecently certified with my dog and could not have
doneit without her guidance. Elaineand Ditto have given me so much of their timethat | will forever begrateful. There
isasayingthat | haveremembered for yearsit says, “When you aregood you tell other people, when you are gret,
other peopletel you’. Well | amtelling Elaineand Ditto that they are great and Ditto will besorely missed. Asgood as
Dittowasat finding things, | have no doubt that shewill find her way home. Sometimes| strugglewithwhat tosay toa
friend for comfort during aloss. A lot of wordscometo mind, but noneseemtodojustice. | do not like goodbye, so
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instead | will say Thank you.

A Newbie’s Experiences

Submitted by: Monica Barger

| cameacrossthisarticlerecently. Itisonethat
| had written shortly after oneof my training trips
and asl read throughit again, | found that it wastill
pertinent to today’ straining and goal's, so decided to
submit it tothenewsdletter. | hopeit helpsothersin
reaching their goalswith their canines!

| thought it might be beneficial to othersto share
my thoughts, experiencesand growthinthe K-9
search program over thispast year froma
“newbies’ point of view. Zimaand | certifying
together wasahuge accomplishment for me, but |
asoredized two thingsafter that certification...one
being that wehad aL OT of work to do to prepare
for the advanced test and the second being that |
waslost and not at all sure how to go about

preparing for that level of performancefor either
myself or my caninepartner.

| have spent the better part of this past few
monthstraveling to various placesfor training
opportunities. That’sonething | have
learned...ultimately, | am responsiblefor my own
education and thetraining of my dog. So, Zimaand
| havetraveled to Springfield, Columbia, Colorado
and Cdiforniatotrain.

Elaine haspatiently educated usontheinsand
outsof theworking disaster dog and their handlers,
what our responsibilitieswill be, etc. and al of this
cameinto focusfor meas| traveled and trained.
Thefirstthing | can say without adoubt isthat when
dog experienceslevelsof stress, their performance
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anddrivewill diminish. Imagineif youwill, afivehour flightintoanew
location where we meet up with anew acquai ntance who takesusto a
new rubble pilewe’ ve never seen before and we are put to work
searching for victimsmy dog hasnever met...yes, their performance
drops. 1t became painfully clear to methat what we get at homewith
our dogsintheway of drive, focusand intensity will never bethe
ultimate performance on deployment. Expect thisto drop whenyou
travel and asyou add morevariablesto your search training, and
ultimately, inarea deployment situation, thelessyour dog may haveto
give. Thiscan beovercomeand compensated for on somelevel by
providing your canine partner with the opportunitiesto experience
levelsof stressincorporated into their training. Travel whenyou
can...exposeyour dog to new sights, sounds and environments.
Remember to start back acouple of level sto makeyour dog
successful whenever you enter anew environment. Allow your dog
sometimeto acclimate to the environment before you start your
training. Taketheresponsibility to makeyour dog’straining experience
apositive one by being aware of what you r dog needsin various
training Situationsand take responsibility upon yourself to providethis
for your caninepartner. Happy Training!
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Mail, E-mail, or Fax itemsto:
JulieMcGahan
LincolnFire& Rescue
1801“Q" Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
jmegahan@lincoln.negov
Fax: 441-8292
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training logs to:
Jaimie Merryman
5435 N.W. 1st St
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